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THE DOVE OF LAC LEMAN OF LAUSANNE

In the early 1980s, then U.N Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim told me during one of our meetings, that on the basis of his long experience, the South Africans were the most intransigent negotiators trailed by the Israelis and the Turks.

Therefore, the negotiating process with the Turkish Cypriots and the Turks will not be an easy ride. The other side already adopts a maximalist stance and things will get worse when we move deeper into the substance of the various issues.

The continuous and unrestrained public statements do not help at all. On the contrary, a good atmosphere at the talks, the international assistance and solidarity, a conciliatory mood and most importantly a full awareness and acknowledgement of the causes which have brought about the present tragic situation, may conduce to a solution. We should never lose sight of the faults and sins of both communities in the past. Without all the above the negotiating process will be pointless. It will lead nowhere.

The far from moderate positions adopted recently by Mehmet Ali Talat are not instrumental to a solution, even if these constitute initial stiff  negotiating tactics. For example, the Turkish side should not endeavor to put to death the country which was created by all of us in 1960 and replace it by a new common country which will emerge out of nowhere. Furthermore Mr. Talat should not indirectly convey the message that once Turkey won the 1974 war, all aspects of our problem should be based on the dictum “might creates right”.  It is true that the result of a war cannot be overlooked – this is the moral of history. However we should credit today’s “interest-oriented” world community with some values, dignity and sensitiveness in the fields of justice and human rights.

It also does not help when Demetris Christofias appears to be inconsistent.  In April 2004 Christofias, who was the keynote speaker at his party’s congress, said: “The objective, sober and scientific analysis of Annan 5 leads to the conclusion that the Plan reunites Cyprus, it puts an end to occupation through the withdrawal of 39,000 or more troops, it brings about the return of 85,000 – 90,000 refugees under Greek Cypriot administration and restores, even gradually, human rights and fundamental freedoms”.

He further declared in April 2004 at a press conference that “what is needed is a postponement for a few months, so that the plan may be better explained to the people, its implementation be safeguarded and some minor amendments be carried out”. Recently, in October 2008, in absolute contradiction to the above, Christofias stated: “The Plan was created by foreigners, mainly the Anglo-Americans, in order to serve the interests of Turkey. It was not leading to a functional solution and it would not restore human rights”.  It is really not possible that the very same Plan would restore human rights in the year 2004 and not restore them in 2008. It is also very odd that in 2008 the Anglo-Americans (who are supposedly our allies today) would descend suddenly by parachute from the skies to change the nature of a plan, which in 2004 would reunite Cyprus.

We should remember, both the Greek and the Turkish Cypriots, that the international community to which we address ourselves, consists of people who have a good memory and a sound perception of events. They are not retarded.

In order to have a parallel historical dimension, it might be advisable, to refer to the Lausanne Treaty, which was signed between Greece and Turkey after an indescribable head-on collision, in 1923. Greece lost in 1922 the war in Asia Minor. Hellenism had been destroyed in the military and the economic fields. Tens of thousands of people perished in the battlefields and in the cities. The refugees were in the hundreds of thousands. 

Turkey participated in the Lausanne Conference a year after the catastrophe. Ismet Inonu headed the Turkish delegation “holding in his hand the machete of the victor”, as the British described it. Greece had lost everything and was trying to reconstruct her army. The Greek delegation was headed by Eleftherios Venizelos.

The Turkish claims were endless. It appeared that there was not even the slightest possibility for a settlement. The representatives of the foreign powers were in a state of exasperation. The delegates many times abandoned the deliberations but they came back again. After 75 days of continuous conflict the talks broke down. The foreign powers intervened and convinced the parties to resume the talks in an effort to avoid a new military confrontation.

At the end of the day, despite the onslaught of the Turkish demands, the golden mean was found. The white dove of peace appeared flying in the skies of Lausanne. Miltiades Christodoulou, former Cyprus Government spokesman, writes in his book “The process of the Greco-Turkish relations and Cyprus”, Volume A, page 363: “Greece was vanquished in the war. However with Venizelos at the helm she managed to secure a honourable and respectable solution, whilst confronted with real collapse. Turkey won the war and kept her victory in the diplomatic field as well”.

In Cyprus we lost a war in 1974. Nobody believed in those days (not even Makarios) that such a war was about to happen. The military confrontation might have been avoided, if there was more political acumen and more wisdom in our decisions and actions during the first 14 years of the life of the Republic of Cyprus.  

Many blunders, omissions and sins characterised the actions of both communities in those years. The country was run by immature young men, carrying weapons and arrogance in their hands. Paramilitary organizations were set up and warlords were moving around. Many people were assassinated. The worst outcome was that Cyprus was slaughtered as well. And when Armageddon came about in 1974, we cleared ourselves and we blamed all others!!

We must now act in such a way as to avoid a new military confrontation. Nobody believes today - like in 1974 – that war is possible, especially in the framework of Europe. However let us ask Costas Simitis (then Prime Minister of Greece), what might have happened with the Imia islands in January 1996, always in the framework of Europe. Could there be a war at that time? Let us also ask Costas Siimitis and Glafcos Clerides about the S300 missiles in December 1998 (I was the only Greek Cypriot politician who had openly disagreed in 1997 with their purchase). Could there be a war? Always in the framework of Europe.

The handling of the Cyprus problem at this juncture will indelibly mark the fate of this country. Whichever the difficulties, we need perseverance and unwavering resoluteness, if we are to achieve the objective of a united Cyprus.  

Many people believe that it is already too late. They may be right. Long delays, changes of tune and pseudo-patriotism have been the main traits of the Cyprus struggle. This attitude has brought about “faits accomplis”, which have undermined the prospect of reunification.

Christofias is charismatic, moderate and resilient and he is supported by 70% of the people. I believe that Talat also aims at a united country, even if his negotiating tactics appear to be hard and inelastic. They must meet more often because time is running out. 

And perhaps in Cyprus as well, as it happened in Lausanne in 1923, we may have the manifestation of the miracle. Perhaps in the wake of the tension and the lack of understanding, the white dove of peace may appear in the skies, as it did in 1923 over the waters of Lac Leman of Lausanne. 
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